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FROM THE HISTORY OF NATURAL DISASTERS IN 
POLAND. THE FIRE IN THE TOWN OF PRZEWORSK 

ON THE NIGHT OF APRIL 25–26, 1930, AND ITS 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THE JEWISH POPULATION 

This article is a case study that addresses disasters in Poland, focusing on their impact on 
the Jewish population. It examines the circumstances surrounding a fire that occurred at the 
end of April 1930 in the small town of Przeworsk, which at the time was also the seat of 
Przeworsk County. The article highlights the tragedy experienced by the Jewish residents 
living in the part of the town affected by the fire. The authors assess the preparedness of the 
town’s fire brigade to protect both property and lives in the event of such a disaster, as well 
as the condition of the Jewish population in that area before the fire. They analyze the rescue 
efforts for both people and property, the scale and consequences of the fire, and the efforts 
made to provide material aid to the victims. These efforts were organized by committees 
established for this purpose, municipal authorities, and the broader community, 
predominantly Jewish. The article also demonstrates the important role the media (in this 
case, the contemporary press) played in informing the public about disasters and mobilizing 
support for relief efforts. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 Throughout history, fires in densely populated areas in Poland have been among 
disasters that were relatively frequent and often resulted in tragic events. The issue of urban 
fires has also become the subject of research carried out by historians (Karpiński, 
Nowosielska, 2021; Ulicki, 2021). Fires in small towns at the turn of the 19th and 20th 
centuries in Galicia during the period of the Autonomy and in the Second Polish Republic, 
particularly in the Lviv Voivodeship, remain a poorly explored research topic. The Rocznik 
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Statystyki Galicji (Yearbook of Galician Statistics), which analyzed fire statistics in 
Galicia, categorized the types of buildings burned (residential, agricultural, and others), 
identified causes (e.g., arson, negligence, lightning strikes), and also considered the type 
of roofing material. Wooden architecture in small towns, which was still quite common at 
the turn of the centuries, contributed to the spread of fires. Fire statistics reveal the scale of 
this problem, which led to significant increases in funding for fire safety in the budgets of 
county towns (Pilat, 1904). 

Fire safety regulations were increasingly enforced in rural areas and small towns, where 
fires were most common. The establishment of fire brigades in the counties was supported 
by special funds. The system for notifying the public about fire threats and effectively 
conducting rescue operations was also improved. In response to the real threat posed by 
fires, a dynamic system of fire insurance developed. Since 1864, the Towarzystwo 
Wzajemnych Ubezpieczeń „Florianka” (Mutual Insurance Society „Florianka”) in 
Krakow had supported Galician fire brigades financially in acquiring equipment. This 
organization also provided loans to municipalities for fire safety measures (Szematyzm, 
1914). The press, particularly newspapers in Lviv and Kraków as well as county 
newspapers, was the first to report on the causes of fires, their progression, and estimated 
damages. Sometimes, the scale of material damage was so significant that it attracted the 
attention of foreign media, as was the case with the fire in Przeworsk. 

Fires destroyed the buildings in some Galician towns. During the period of the 
Autonomy, notable fires included those in Strzyżów in 1895 (Wnęk, 2022), Lubaczów in 
1899 (Kubrak, 2016), Kolbuszowa twice – in 1888 and 1900 (Haptaś, 2023), and Błażowa 
in 1907 (Kutrzeba, 2023). Fires were sometimes caused by military actions. For example, 
in September 1914, the Russians burned Cieszanów, while the Austrians did the same in 
Narol (Gajerski, 1981; Gajerski, 1986), and in May 1915, Gorlice was destroyed during 
the so-called Battle of Gorlice. In the interwar period, a fire in Rawa Ruska resulted in the 
destruction of several dozen houses, two churches, and a synagogue in the town center 
(Pożar Rawy Ruskiej, 1923). In 1928, a wooden market building in Niebylac burned down 
accidentally (Chuchla, 2010). In the spring of 1930, a fire broke out in the district of 
Przeworsk inhabited primarily by the Jewish population.  

This article contributes to the knowledge about the Jewish community in Przeworsk 
during the interwar period and the problems it faced (Kozak, 2003; Kuźma, 2011a; Kuźma, 
2011b; Wierzbieniec, 2003; Zielecki, 1998). The aim of the article is to present the situation 
of the Jewish community in Przeworsk in the early 1930s in light of archival sources and 
press reports detailing the course of the fire in the part of the town inhabited by Jews. The 
article also discusses the organization of rescue operations and the scope of humanitarian 
aid provided to the Jewish fire victims by the municipal authorities, as well as the Jewish 
and Catholic communities. It should be emphasized that the fire in Przeworsk in 1930 was 
widely covered in the press. The choice of the press as a source material is also due to the 
diversity of the reports. With the development of the press, particularly local newspapers 
from the mid-19th century, many articles on such events were published. These press 
reports usually included estimated material damages, details of the rescue efforts, and 
information about organized support for fire victims and the displayed sympathy. This 
information remains a valuable source for researchers. 

To this day, the media (including the press) play a crucial role in reporting on the nature 
and extent of natural disasters and bringing attention to the drama of individuals and 
communities affected. They make the victims of these disasters visible, thereby mobilizing 
the audience to take action to help those affected (Hodalska, 2018). 
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2. BEFORE THE FIRE  

Przeworsk went through many fires throughout its history – a fate it shared with many 
small towns in Galicia. Fires often left residents without homes and possessions, while the 
towns themselves lost their historic buildings (Hoff, 1992). By the end of the 19th century, 
Przeworsk was a small town. Its architecture was dominated by single-story wooden 
structures, characteristic of Galician towns, resembling those that can be found in small 
towns such as Jaśliska, Pruchnik, and Rymanów (Bocheński, 2001). This type of 
construction was especially vulnerable to fire. The persistent threat of fires led to the 
formation of fire brigades aimed at protecting lives and property. In nearby Kańczuga, such 
an organization was established in 1894 (Czerwony, 2024), and in 1896, the Przeworsk fire 
brigade began operations. Similar brigades had been formed earlier in other towns of the 
Jarosław County – Radymno (1877), Sieniawa (1879), Jarosław (1880), and Pruchnik 
(1892). The local government in Przeworsk supported the town's fire service by funding 
uniforms and equipment (Gajerski, 2001).  

A 1928 report submitted to the Przeworsk County Office detailed the organization of 
the town’s fire brigade. The unit consisted of 22 active members. However, it was poorly 
equipped and ultimately unprepared to cope with a disaster on the scale of the 1930 fire 
(APP, AmP, sign. 1321). Efforts were also made to improve fire protection infrastructure. 
Communal ponds were deepened, and several new wells were dug along the main streets 
to improve water access. The Mleczka River, which runs through Przeworsk, was the 
primary water source for firefighters, but during a fire, it proved too shallow and too far 
from the town center to be an effective water resource for the rescue efforts. 

The Jewish community lived in the oldest part of Przeworsk, owning homes in the main 
square and along several adjacent streets, forming what was commonly referred to as the 
„Jewish quarter”. Locals often informally referred to Kazimierzowska Street as „Jewish 
Street” or the „Jewish backstreets”. The quarter’s dense, poorly maintained buildings and 
extended outbuildings posed a serious fire hazard. Some Polish residents recalled this area 
with a certain malice: 

That world of crooked houses, sheds, shacks, dirt, and ugliness seemed oddly 
exotic. A monstrous anthill of Orthodox Jews crammed into every inch of 
unoccupied space, repurposed for any kind of trade that could earn a few 
coins. A testament to the perfected entrepreneurship and cunning of the Jews 
was visible in the architecture typical of that street. People would often build 
only three walls – cleverly leaning them against the old defensive wall along 
the northern side of the street, which eventually disappeared from view. And 
as the population grew – given the high birthrate among the Jews – there was 
constant building, rebuilding, adding and expanding wherever space 
remained. The street was narrow, the yards small and cramped, and it was 
filled with all sorts of extensions, sheds, shacks, and market stalls. (APP, 
AJB, sign. 80). 

Other recollections present a more nuanced picture of Jewish life in Przeworsk: 

Anyone looking for fabric would go to Rachela Chuna Brandt’s shop on 
Kazimierzowska Street. In that hut, there was a staircase leading to  
a basement where she kept a stock of all kinds of textiles from Bielsko. That 
entire district, along with the northern row of the main square, burned down 
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during the infamous Przeworsk fire on the night of April 25–26. If you 
needed a hat, shirt, tie, galoshes, cane, or any other kind of men’s 
accessories, you'd go to Zachariasz Adolf’s shop. Aside from the giants of 
the Jewish trade scene, there was also a class of poor stallholders whose 
capital amounted to just 200 or 300 złoty. These impoverished merchants 
relied on short-term loans from the Jewish Credit Cooperative run by 
attorney Dr. Anzelm Kleinman (Stepkiewicz, 1990).  

The town’s economic life revolved around the market square and a few nearby streets, 
where public administration offices and religious institutions were located, including those 
of the Catholic Church and the Jewish Religious Community. A key role in the town's 
economy was played by the Przeworsk Estate of Prince Andrzej Lubomirski (Chrobak, 
2021; Księga…, 1929).  

3. THE FIRE AND THE COURSE OF THE RESCUE OPERATION  

During the night of April 25–26, 1930 (Friday to Saturday), a fire broke out in a central 
area of Przeworsk inhabited almost exclusively by the Jewish community. The blaze 
destroyed a significant portion of the town’s wooden architecture. Witnesses agreed that 
the fire was caused by negligence in the home of Sara Wein, who operated one of several 
taverns in Przeworsk (Księga…, 1929). Ironically, her house was not damaged in the fire. 

Eyewitness accounts of the event are preserved in memoir literature. One local resident, 
describing the event, noted that the weather was calm and windless that night, which helped 
slow the spread of the flames. Nevertheless, the material losses were substantial, as entire 
residential and utility structures were destroyed. “Dozens of people – elderly, women, and 
children – camped out on nearby streets and squares. The entire neighborhood was burned 
down; only chimneys and brick façades remained” (Benbenek, 1974). Photographs 
capturing the devastation of the Jewish district are now preserved in the museum in 
Przeworsk (Wołoszyn, 2011).  

Extensive information about the fire appeared in the firefighting press. The monthly 
magazine „Walka z Pożarem” („The Fight Against Fire”), dedicated to fire safety and 
prevention, published a detailed account of the incident. According to the report: 

Just after midnight, the city was alarmed by a fire that broke out in the 
‘Jewish backstreets’ near the Market Square, an area inhabited mostly by the 
impoverished Jewish population. The flames spread rapidly, soon engulfing 
the entire district. Panic gripped the town. Residents from nearby homes, 
awoken from sleep and in a state of shock, began evacuating in chaos, 
hindering rescue efforts. The towering columns of fire were visible for tens 
of kilometers – seen from Przemyśl on one side and Rzeszów on the other. 
Fire brigades from these cities, along with Jarosław and Łańcut, rushed to 
help. […] The fire reportedly began at 12:10 a.m. in the attic of Sara Wein’s 
tavern, located next to the town hall and the old synagogue. The flames 
spread at an extraordinary pace, consuming one building after another. 
Within less than an hour, 49 structures were burning, including the old 
synagogue. In the midst of the chaos, half-naked and distraught, residents 
rushed their belongings from homes and shops into the streets [...]. 
(Straszliwy…, 1930b). 
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The report also mentioned the involvement of the Volunteer Fire Brigade from the local 
sugar refinery in containing the fire. A major explosion was narrowly averted when 
firefighters secured a nearby fuel depot behind the home of Rojza Berger, a local gasoline 
merchant.  

In addition to the Przeworsk firefighters, the rescue operation involved military training 
units, the local paramilitary group Strzelec, and a military company from Jarosław. 
Firefighting journals across the country covered the disaster, using it as a cautionary 
example for other towns (Sakiewicz, 1930). 

Efforts to extinguish the fire were severely hampered by the densely packed wooden 
buildings and a failing hydrant system. The equipment available to the Przeworsk fire units, 
who were first on the scene, proved insufficient (Kruk, 2021). 

The Lviv-based newspaper Wiek Nowy published a comprehensive article on the 
rescue efforts, based on official sources. It was reported that the fire was brought under 
control around 5 a.m., after several hours of struggle. Ten firefighters sustained minor 
injuries during the operation. In addition to professional units, volunteer fire brigades from 
neighboring communities – Kańczuga, Markowa, Studziany, and Urzejowice – also 
participated in the efforts (Wielki pożar w Przeworsku, 1930c).  
 A personal account written nearly 50 years after the event adds little factual information 
but conveys the emotional weight of the moment, especially in the crucial first hour: 

Volunteer fire brigades from the surrounding areas quickly arrived. They 
deployed their rescue equipment according to defense plans and sprang into 
action. However, the lack of water rendered their commitment and sacrifice 
ineffective. The exhaustion of those operating the pumps took its toll. The 
fire raged on, with no end in sight. (MwP, ZPP, sign. MP-PA-353). 

4. THE SCALE AND IMPACT OF THE FIRE IN PRESS COVERAGE 

The first to report on the causes, development, and estimated losses of the Przeworsk 
fire were newspapers – most notably those based in Lviv and Kraków, along with regional 
press outlets. Expres Jarosławski highlighted the bravery of the firefighters and all 
emergency services involved in battling the flames. The newspaper strongly condemned 
individuals who tried to profit from the tragedy, calling their behavior disgraceful: “It is 
painful to note that even in such a terrifying moment, there were hyenas feeding off the 
misfortune of others” (Po strasznym…, 1930).  

The Przemyśl press recorded that during a city council meeting on April 30, a delegation 
from the Przeworsk local government formally thanked Przemyśl firefighters for their 
support during the disaster (Posiedzenie…, 1930). Residents of Kraków first learned about 
the fire through the Ilustrowany Kurier Codzienny on Monday, April 28. The paper 
featured a brief article titled:  “Catastrophic Fire in Przeworsk: 45 Jewish Homes 
Completely Destroyed – Five Fire Brigades Contain the Blaze”. A correspondent from 
Przeworsk wrote: 

At midnight on Saturday, April 26, a fire broke out in the home of Sara Wein, 
rapidly spreading as it caught the old wooden shingle roofs. Terrified 
residents escaped with their lives, wearing nothing but underwear. The first 
to notice the fire was Officer Franciszek Piasek, who immediately alerted 
the fire brigade. The town’s volunteer fire service and the Sugar Refinery 
brigade rushed to the scene, but it was too late to save the building. The blaze 
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jumped from house to house, consuming the entire Jewish wooden quarter. 
(Katastrofalny…, 1930c). 

Two days later, the same newspaper published a front-page photo of the burning town 
and included updated damage estimates (45 domów…, 1930). Kraków’s Głos Narodu 
covered the event twice, but largely repeated existing information (Przyczyna…, 1930; 
Wielki pożar w Przeworsku, 1930a). The socialist press emphasized the broader social 
consequences. Kraków’s Naprzód published its first report on April 28 (Wielki pożar w 
Przeworsku, 1930b), and in a follow-up article estimated material losses at approximately 
500,000 złoty—300,000 of which concerned buildings and real estate. Though most 
buildings were insured, they were underinsured, and the goods of small-scale Jewish 
traders, who dominated the area, were not insured at all (O pożarze…, 1930). Warsaw’s 
leading socialist newspaper, Robotnik, ran a headline on April 27: “Przeworsk: Fire 
Destroys 43 Buildings – 324 People Affected (Przeworsk. Pożar…, 1930). 

The ruralist press also took note. The Kraków-based Piast reported the fire in Sara 
Wein’s house and its rapid spread through the wooden Jewish district (Straszny…, 1930). 
The conservative Kraków daily Czas offered a detailed article estimating losses and 
highlighting that the Jewish community was hardest hit. The paper commended the 
response of public officials, particularly the Przeworsk starosta and the Lviv voivode, and 
reassured readers that the local sugar refinery and estates belonging to Prince Andrzej 
Lubomirski were not damaged. It was also reported that the Lubomirski estate provided 
financial aid to the victims (Pożar Przeworska, 1930a). Lviv’s widely read Gazeta 
Lwowska gave extensive coverage, alerting readers as early as April 27:  

Major Fire in Przeworsk: 43 Buildings Burned – 324 People Left Homeless. 
Lviv Voivode Gołuchowski Travels to the Disaster Site” (Groźny…, 1930a). 
An official statement from the Lviv Voivodeship Office confirmed the 
destruction of 13 brick buildings on the north side of the market and 30 
additional structures, affecting 48 families – 324 people, predominantly 
Jewish (Groźny…, 1930a). 

The strongest reaction came from the Jewish press. On April 28, the Lviv-based Chwila 
ran a front-page article titled: “Przeworsk in Flames”,  reporting that the Jewish district had 
burned down, leaving 324 people homeless (Przeworsk w płomieniach, 1930a). Inside  
the paper was an in-depth account of the fire, the destruction of two synagogues, and 
references to the Voivodeship Office’s position on the tragedy (Katastrofalny…, 1930a; 
Komunikat…, 1930). In Kraków, the Jewish newspaper Nowy Dziennik also covered the 
disaster extensively. First reports appeared on April 28 (Przeworsk w płomieniach, 1930b). 
A dramatic front-page article followed on April 29, detailing the fire’s progression (Na 
zgliszczach…, 1930). A later piece focused on the loss of a valuable library of Hebrew 
texts collected over generations by Hersz Rottenstreich, head of the Przeworsk kahal –  
a cultural loss considered especially painful (Lista strat…, 1930). The editorial office also 
opened a help desk for those wishing to support the victims (Akcja…, 1930a). The State 
Telegraph Agency in Lviv helped spread the news nationwide. Newspapers in Bydgoszcz, 
Częstochowa, Gdańsk, Inowrocław, Katowice, Łódź, Poznań, Sosnowiec, Toruń, and 
Warsaw (including Robotnik) reported on the disaster, often citing similar numbers and 
damage assessments (Pożar Przeworska, 1930b–g).  
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International press also covered the event. The Polish-language Przegląd Tygodniowy, 
published in the United States, ran a front-page headline: “43 Residential Homes Burned!”, 
stating the fire began with candles lit in a synagogue (43 Domy…, 1930). Newspapers in 
Strasbourg and the UK reported on it by April 28, with Daily Herald estimating 1,500 
people homeless and identifying the affected area as one primarily inhabited by Jews 
involved in small trade (1,500 Homeless, 1930). The Northern Whig echoed that report 
(The major…, 1930), while Sheffield Daily Telegraph added that the Red Cross had begun 
distributing food and building temporary shelters (1,500 People…, 1930). Two months 
later, even a Jewish community paper in Sydney, Australia noted the event (The greater…, 
1930). 

5. RELIEF COMMITTEES FOR FIRE VICTIMS IN PRZEWORSK  

On April 26, 1930, immediately after the fire in Przeworsk was brought under control, 
two relief committees were established: the Civic Relief Committee for Fire Victims in 
Przeworsk and the Jewish Relief Committee for Fire Victims in Przeworsk, which was later 
renamed the Jewish Rescue Committee. Both coordinated efforts to provide organized 
assistance to those affected by the fire and conducted preliminary assessments of material 
losses. The Civic Relief Committee included representatives of both the Christian and 
Jewish communities: 

 Rev. Leon Gondelowski – parish priest of the Holy Spirit Church in Przeworsk, 
 Adam Remiszewski – district governor of Jarosław, 
 Dr. Leon Pieniążek – deputy mayor of Przeworsk, 
 Dr. Aleksander Karpf – attorney, 
 Szulim Aszkenazy, 
 Rabbi Eliasz Fränkel, 
 Walenty Rybacki – mayor of Przeworsk, 
 Ignacy Rosiński – director of the Przeworsk sugar factory, 
 Dr. Anzelm Kleinman – attorney, 
 Hersz Rottenstreich – chairman of the Jewish Religious Community in Przeworsk. 
Dr. Aleksander Karpf chaired the Jewish Rescue Committee, which consisted of 

members of Przeworsk’s Jewish elite: Schulim Aszkenazy, Eisig Englard, Rabbi Eliasz 
Fränkel, Dr. Anzelm Kleinman, Dr. Mojżesz Landau, Hersch Rottenstreich, and Sina 
Schuldenfrei. 

The Civic Relief Committee operated until October 22, 1930. Its dissolution marked 
the formal end of organized charity drives and collections for fire victims. During its six 
months of activity, the committee played a key role in providing significant aid. Funds 
remaining in its accounts were transferred to the still-functioning Jewish Rescue 
Committee and to the Przeworsk Municipal Savings Bank to ensure fair and transparent 
distribution (APP, AmP, file no. 1290).  

In the days following the fire, both the civic and Jewish committees issued public 
appeals for material aid. The appeals published in the press reached the widest audience. 
In early May 1930, Chwila printed the Civic Committee's plea for assistance, stating: 

In the face of enormous tragedy and amidst the smoldering ruins, the Relief 
Committee appeals, on behalf of all residents of our city – regardless of faith 
or nationality – to all compassionate hearts for generous donations. All  
in-kind contributions should be sent to: ‘Municipality of Przeworsk – for fire 
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victims’; financial donations to the District Office in Przeworsk, PKO 
account no. 51 293 – for fire victims (Obywatele!, 1930). 

Nowy Dziennik published a letter from the Civic Committee thanking donors for nearly 
3,500 zł in contributions. The committee members also noted a decline in public 
enthusiasm for the relief effort, hence the renewed press appeals (Obywatelski…, 1930). 
Senator Dawid Schreiber, a Zionist, addressed Jewish readers of Chwila in an appeal titled 
"Help for the Fire Victims of Przeworsk! To the Jewish Community". He wrote: 

The Jewish community has a duty to provide immediate and substantial 
assistance. We can help with money, clothing, and footwear so that those 
who lived by their own labor and have lost everything through no fault of 
their own are not driven into beggary and dependency. Let us help them 
return to their workshops, shops, and trades. Jewish generosity will not fail. 
Jews! Support your unfortunate brethren! Bring money to rebuild homes and 
businesses. Donate clothes, linens, shoes –remember the children of the 
victims (O pomoc…, 1930). 

Already in April, the Jewish Relief Committee issued an appeal to the Jewish 
community: 

Jews, a terrible disaster has struck the Jewish population of our town. On the 
night of April 25–26, 1930, a fire broke out in the market square and within 
hours the entire Jewish quarter was in flames. Over 50 buildings, including 
two synagogues, were destroyed. Nearly every Jewish family has suffered. 
Around 100 livelihoods were completely destroyed, and 425 people are now 
homeless.” The appeal continued: “Let every Jewish community contribute, 
even modestly! Let relief committees be formed in every Jewish town. Let 
no one withhold their effort, assistance, or money. Jews, save the Jewish 
community of Przeworsk from annihilation! (MwP, ZPP, file no. KWM 
3138/03). 

6. AID INITIATIVES  

Archival and press sources reveal numerous examples of spontaneous aid given to the 
fire victims. The unaffected residents of Przeworsk offered immediate help. Local 
Catholics provided temporary shelter, while townspeople donated clothing and linen, 
which were promptly distributed. The Przeworsk estate sent a wagon of potatoes, and the 
sugar factory donated 200 kg of sugar. The Gemilat Chasudim charity also contributed. On 
May 10, 1930, Prince Andrzej Lubomirski of Przeworsk pledged 5,000 zł in support. 
Women from the local elite, both Polish and Jewish, formed the “Ladies’ Committee” to 
raise funds. At a meeting on June 20 in the district office, they agreed to collect donations 
in the town center and streets near the market square (APP, AmP, file no. 1290). 

Aid came from many towns. The day after the fire, a wagonload of bread arrived from 
Kańczuga. Help also came from Cieszyn, Bielsko, Kraków, Rzeszów, Zakopane, and other 
cities. Senator Schreiber personally advocated for assistance from the Lviv province 
governor and visited Przeworsk to meet with local officials (Śpieszmy…, 1930; Kto…, 
1930). On April 28, 1930, the Jewish Religious Community in Lviv donated 1,000 zł to 
the victims. Similar contributions were made by Jewish communities in Rzeszów and 



From the history of natural disasters in Poland… 167 

Krosno, where committees and women's groups organized fundraising efforts (Na 
pogorzelców…, 1930; Krosno…, 1930). In Kraków, two committees raised funds – one 
through the Zionist Organization for Western Lesser Poland and the other at the local 
Jewish Community headquarters. Correspondence was exchanged with the Jewish 
Community Board in Warsaw to organize both immediate and long-term support. The 
B’nai B’rith humanitarian organization also contributed: 

 “Braterstwo” in Warsaw donated 200 zł, 
 “Humanitas” in Przemyśl gave 500 zł, 
 “Ezra” in Bielsko contributed 180 zł, 
 “Leopolis” in Lviv also provided financial aid in 1930 (ANK, BB, file no. 78 (Sroka, 

2014, 2016). 
The newspapers Chwila and Nowy Dziennik listed the most generous donors. Zionist 

Organization members across various cities joined the relief efforts. For instance, the 
Łańcut branch collected 1,300 zł in May 1930, while Hanoar Haivri collected clothing and 
linen (Z inicjatywy…, 1930). A similar effort was led by the Jewish youth movement 
Haszomer Hacair in Krosno, which encouraged students to donate. Schoolchildren, 
including students from the Jewish Elementary School in Rzeszów, were among the listed 
donors. Public servants, professionals, banks, and businesses also made significant 
donations (Akcja…, 1930b). Even Władysław Yrley-Jurkiewicz, a pianist and professor at 
the Berlin Conservatory, offered to perform five benefit concerts in Drohobycz, Jarosław, 
Przemyśl, Rzeszów, and Sambor, with proceeds going to the fire victims (APP, AmP, file 
no. 1292). 

7. DEMAGE ASSESSMENT AND MUNICIPAL RESPONSE TO THE FIRE  
    VICTIMS 

The Przeworsk city council deliberated intensively on how best to allocate the incoming 
relief funds. Proposals included immediate aid for the homeless and the construction of 
emergency shelters. Dr. Kleinman advocated using the funds to restore workplaces and 
homes and to provide housing stipends. He believed the state and municipal authorities 
should fund shelter construction. Director Rosiński opposed building shelters, favoring 
direct financial and administrative support for renting or buying housing. In June 1930, 
city representatives approached the Ministry of Treasury and the National Economy Bank 
to request construction loans. These efforts were led by the City Development Committee 
of Przeworsk. In October 1930, the city proposed creating a fund for impoverished Jewish 
children whose families had been affected by the fire to enable their participation in 
summer camps (APP, AmP, sign. 1290). 

As early as April 27, a joint meeting of the Civic and Jewish Relief Committees was 
held at City Hall. Schulim Aschkenazy, head of the finance section, presented a preliminary 
damage report and a list of those in urgent need. That same day, a city-employed cashier 
distributed aid funds with receipts to ensure transparency. An audit committee was formed 
to oversee spending.   

The finance and welfare committees compiled a complete list of fire victims and 
designated 6,150 zł from the Lviv province governor for 67 families (202 adults and 148 
children). Aid ranged from 30 to 200 zł per family. In the following days, another 29 
victims received aid from city funds. By the end of April 1930, more than 8,000 zł had 
been distributed (APP, AmP, sign. 1292).   
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At Przeworsk's municipal office, intense discussions took place regarding how to 
allocate the incoming relief funds effectively, with a focus on providing tangible assistance 
to those affected by the fire. There was an urgent call for immediate support for residents 
left homeless. One proposal was to construct temporary housing in the form of barracks. 
However, opinions on this issue were divided. Dr. Kleinman argued that the collected funds 
should be used to rebuild workplaces and livelihoods, and to provide grants for purchasing 
essential furnishings for homes still deemed habitable. He suggested that the cost of 
building temporary shelters should be borne by the government and the city administration. 
In contrast, Director Rosiński opposed constructing barracks. He believed the fire victims 
should instead be supported with direct financial aid and administrative assistance in 
finding rental or permanent housing.  

In June 1930, the Przeworsk municipal government decided to send representatives 
from its finance department to the Ministry of Treasury and the National Economy Bank 
to request construction loans for rebuilding the destroyed homes. These efforts were 
coordinated by the City Development Committee of Przeworsk, operating under the city 
administration. By October 1930, the city also proposed the creation of a special fund for 
impoverished Jewish children whose families had suffered in the fire. The collected funds 
were intended to allow these children to participate in annual summer camps (APP, AmP, 
file no. 1290). Earlier, on the morning of April 27, a joint meeting of the Civic Relief 
Committee and the Jewish Relief Committee was held at the town hall. Schulim 
Aschkenazy, head of the finance section, presented a report based on on-site assessments 
made by committee members. He submitted a list of victims in need of urgent assistance. 
That same day, a municipal cashier began distributing emergency funds to victims, issuing 
receipts for each payment. To ensure transparency, a special audit committee was 
established. 

A full register of fire victims was compiled by members of the municipal finance, food, 
and supply committees. It was decided how to allocate a sum of 6,150 złoty received from 
the governor of the Lwów Province. A total of 67 families benefited – comprising 350 
people, including 202 adults and 148 children. The individual aid amounts ranged from 30 
to 200 złoty. In the following days, additional relief payments were made to another 29 
individuals using municipal funds. By the end of April 1930 alone, a total of 8,000 złoty 
had been distributed to those affected by the fire (APP, AmP, file no. 1290). In early May, 
the newspaper Chwila published a list of 78 fire victims from Przeworsk along with their 
sources of livelihood. This list was reprinted by several other newspapers, primarily Jewish 
publications (see Table 1). 

Table 1. Fire Victims from Przeworsk (1930) 

Name and 
Occupation 

Name and Occupation 
Name and 

Occupation 
Name and Occupation 

Adolf Zacharjasz – 
Haberdashery 

Moses Reifer – Lime 
production 

Samuel Strauch – 
Ritual slaughterer 

Leib Stokman – School 
caretaker 

Abraham Eisner – 
Textiles 

Samuel Locker – 
Tableware 

Józef Prinz – Jewish 
teacher 

Salomon Braten – 
Cutter 

Selman Langsam – 
Flour 

Dawid Grünes – 
Textiles 

Anczel Feder – 
Textiles 

Dawid Zuker –  
(No occupation listed) 
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Table 1 (cont.). Fire Victims from Przeworsk (1930) 

Name and 
Occupation 

Name and Occupation 
Name and 

Occupation 
Name and Occupation 

Mojżesz Thei – 
Textiles Saul Lang – Textiles 

Jakub Dawid 
Rosenbaum – Pots 

Chana Schüler –  
(No occupation listed) 

Hersch Rosenberg – 
Food wholesaler 

Osias Goldberg – 
Groceries 

Gecel Thei – Textiles 
Józef Rottenstreich – 

Dairy 

Kella Ringelheim – 
Colonial goods 

Rachmiel Friedman – 
Food wholesaler 

Józef Braten – (No 
occupation listed) 

Isak Gewürzman – 
Rabbi 

Mendel Braten – 
Footwear 

Hersch Lachs – Soda 
water production 

Leib Stosser – 
Coachman 

Zinsche Katz –  
(No occupation listed) 

Sucher Gewürz – 
Haberdashery 

Mojżesz Spigler – 
Grain 

Isak Lichtenstein – 
Fiddler 

Lea Engelberg –  
(No occupation listed) 

Jakub Rosenbaum – 
Pots 

Salamon Basseches – 
Textiles 

Barisch Barber – 
Confectioner 

Laser Riesenbach – 
School caretaker 

Markus Brand – 
Groceries 

Berta Landau – Iron 
goods Samuel Bier – Tailor 

Szymon Katz –  
(No occupation listed) 

Jakub Feldstein – 
Haberdashery 

Azriel Diller – 
Haberdashery 

Sima Bande –  
(No occupation listed) 

Józef Fränkel – 
Groceries 

Selig Schwefel – 
Haberdashery 

Rosa Freiberg – 
Haberdashery 

Gecel Sperber –  
(No occupation listed) 

Dawid Tannenbaum – 
Groceries 

Osias Landau – 
Haberdashery 

Jakub Landau – 
Footwear 

Eisig Englard – 
Tavern owner 

Osias Berger – School 
caretaker 

Matys Weinberg – 
Textiles 

Hersch Rubin Lockman 
– Groceries 

Markus Siegel – 
Carpenter 

Dawid Bergam –  
(No occupation listed) 

Hersch Rotenstreich – 
Textiles 

Eliasz Rotter – Poultry 
seller 

Abraham Biernbach – 
(No occupation listed) 

Esig Reisfeld –  
(No occupation listed) 

Markus Frieder – Iron 
goods 

Markus Straus – Printer 
Jenta Jakubowicz – 

(No occupation listed) 
Chana Banda –  

(No occupation listed) 

Abraham Englard – 
Haberdashery 

Moses Leib Bronne – 
Haberdashery 

Fischel Feldman –  
(No occupation listed) 

Jakub Tenzer – Yeast 
seller 

Dawid Weinberger – 
Haberdashery 

Chaim Langsam –  
(No occupation listed) 

Mechel Kalech – 
Groceries 

Rachela Brand – 
Textiles 

Abraham Kesten – 
Leather trade 

Getzel Bier – 
Coachman 

Abraham Einhorn – 
Coachman 

Jakub Mersel – Tailor 

Ksiel Blau – Baker 
Hersch –  

(No occupation listed) 
  

Source: Lista pogorzelców (1930). Chwila, No. 3989. 

In the fire that affected the city, there were no fatalities, but 424 people were left 
homeless. Significant material losses were recorded, estimated by the victims to be around 
500,000 zł. Two synagogues and more than 50 residential buildings, mainly wooden, were 
destroyed, including 13 brick buildings, as well as agricultural facilities and the goods 
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stored there. About 30 shops and a bakery were also destroyed. The damaged buildings 
were insured, but the losses in goods were not covered by insurance. Although the 
destroyed buildings were insured for 160,750 zł, the victims were compensated with 
105,000 zł (Kruk, 2021). As a result, the losses were much higher than the compensation 
paid, even though the assistance provided to the fire victims was quite substantial and 
covered a wide range of social groups. The data on the value of the losses, provided by the 
victims, significantly differed from those published by the Central Statistical Office in 
Warsaw. According to the data from the Central Statistical Office, in 1930, there were 11 
fires in the Przeworsk county, which led to the destruction of 87 buildings, including 56 
residential buildings. The value of the building damages resulting from the fires was 
estimated at 118,000 zł (Statystyka…, 1934). 

8. CONCLUSION 

The material consequences of the fire in Przeworsk in 1930 were most acutely felt by 
the poorest segment of the Jewish population. In their efforts to return to work and find 
housing, they were supported by the Jewish Society for the Aid of the Poor and Sick Jews, 
which was established in 1931 and operated within the Przeworsk Jewish community.  

In May 1932, the Board of the Jewish Religious Community in Przeworsk requested 
the Przeworsk municipal authorities to re-define the plot for the planned construction of  
a synagogue. It was noted that the previous synagogue had been destroyed in the fire. 
Assurances were given that the new building would be „constructed from durable materials 
and fire-resistant roofing”, in compliance with the new building regulations (APP, AmP, 
sign. 1296).  

Following a decision from the Lviv Provincial Office, a decree was issued regarding 
the consolidation of land plots in the part of the city of Przeworsk destroyed by the fire in 
1930, with a total area of 8,176 square meters. The boundaries were: south to the market, 
north to Kościuszki Street, east to Lwowska Street, and west to Fiakierska Street. The 
rationale for this decision stated that the reconstruction of residential buildings would not 
be feasible due to the small size of the plots, their faulty shapes, and unsuitable locations. 
Therefore, an appraisal committee was appointed to implement this decree. This project 
was contested by some residents who felt they had been wronged, and they considered the 
proposed compensation to be insufficient. A slight modification to the plan was made, but 
an agreement was not reached (APP, AmP, sign. 1296). As a result, this important project 
for the spatial development of the city was not realized by 1939.  

In 1929, the plans of the Committee for the Development of Przeworsk were initiated, 
and after the fire, these plans gained momentum, but due to the difficult economic situation 
of the residents, they did not achieve the intended goal. A construction loan was available, 
but servicing the loan exceeded the financial capabilities of most local entrepreneurs. 
Efforts to significantly stimulate construction activity were unsuccessful, despite the easing 
of regulations for obtaining building permits for residential buildings. However, an 
agreement was reached regarding the construction of a market, consisting of 10 separate 
shops, for the affected entrepreneurs by November 1, 1932, as well as business relief for 
them (APP, AmP, sign. 1290). This decision was significant in the context of the growing 
economic crisis and rising unemployment, which was attempted to be limited through 
administrative measures (APP, AmP, sign. 1291). 

After the fire, there was a gradual improvement in safety conditions. In March 1931, 
the local government decided to build a two-story water tower located in the center of the 
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city. Two 16,000-liter water tanks and a pump were installed, which drew water from the 
Mleczka River. The streets adjacent to the market were equipped with a modern system of 
hydrants and pipes to ensure sufficient access to the river in the event of a fire (APP, AJB, 
sign. 130). Noticeable changes also occurred in the organizational structure of the 
Przeworsk fire department (MwP, ZPP, sign. MP-PA-2). However, based on the available 
body of sources, it is difficult to analyze and assess the social consequences of the fire, 
including its impact on Polish – Jewish relations in the city during the 1930s and during 
World War II. 

The article, fitting within the field of microhistorical research, also addresses issues of 
broader social significance, such as the still-relevant matter of fire safety. It draws attention 
to the mechanisms of social solidarity, the organization of aid for disaster victims and also 
discusses the role of the media in informing and mobilizing public opinion. 

Considering the significance and consequences of fires for various localities in the 
Second Polish Republic, it would be valuable to expand research on this topic, as presented 
in this case study of Przeworsk. Such research requires a broad and labor-intensive inquiry. 
Consequently, this should lead to the creation of a synthesis on fires in the interwar period, 
filling a gap in the historiography of Poland's socio-economic history during this period. 

 
All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript. 
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