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THE NEO-BAROQUE CHURCH IN FRYSZTAK AND
ITS ARCHITECTURAL AND STYLISTIC ANALYSIS IN
VIEW OF THE TOWN’S HISTORY AND URBAN PLAN:

A CASE STUDY

The article presents the history of Frysztak (from the mid-14th century to the 1930s it was
a town, today a small village in the Strzyzéw district, in the Podkarpackie Province),
focusing on issues related to the development and transformation of its urban layout over
the centuries, as well as the origins and history of the parish and the churches built there.
The last of these, preserved to this day, dates from the 1920s and is an example of a neo-
baroque building with neo-Gothic elements. An important part of the article is the
architectural and stylistic characterisation of this church, based on in situ research. This
analysis has allowed us to identify similarities and differences between this structure and
other churches of the historicist period in south-eastern Poland, as well as to show the
originality of this temple, also in comparison with other works of its designer, Stanistaw
Majerski, who was one of the most prominent representatives of historicism in this area.

Keywords: Frysztak — history, Frysztak — parish, sacred architecture, historicist
architecture, neo-baroque, Stanistaw Majerski.

1. INTRODUCTION

The history of Frysztak dates back to the 14th century. For several centuries, it was an
important centre located on the international route leading to southern Europe, but over
time it lost its significance. Today, it is a small village in the Podkarpackie province, in
the Strzyzow district. The spatial layout of its central part, although somewhat blurred,
indicates its urban origins. The village is located on a high hill, on the Rzeszéw—
—Krosno/Jasto route (which today bypasses Frysztak from the east, but for centuries ran
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through its centre) and attracts attention with its dominant feature, a church with a high
tower, built in the 1920s.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature on the church and parish in Frysztak and the village itself is not very
extensive, most often consisting of information in general or collective studies, although
three monographs on various aspects of the village should be noted. The most
comprehensive is the monograph by Barbara Lubojemska (Lubojemska, 2001), which,
however, focusses on socioeconomic issues, discussing, among other things, demography,
crafts, trade, culture, social organisations, and natural disasters, while paying little attention
to the spatial layout of the town and the church itself. The author provides information on
the history of the parish during World War II, while the church is mainly presented in
photographs. There are also two monographs related exactly to the parish and the church.
The first of these (Szopa, 2024) focusses on liturgical and pastoral issues, but the author
also refers to issues related to the population and territory of the parish, provides factual
information about both churches (the older one, which no longer exists, and the latter one,
which has been preserved to this day), and basic information about their architecture. The
publication on the church (Petrykowski, 2024) is an album but contains extensive factual
information related to the stages of construction of the neo-baroque temple and presents
a drawing of its design by Stanistaw Majerski.

An important study on the history and spatial development of the town is the
unpublished historical and urban study of Frysztak (Sapeta, Gorczak, 1999) and on the
church itself: the architectural and civil engineering monument records chart, the so-called
white chart (Kus, 2007).

One of the most important overview studies on urban planning issues that includes
Frysztak is J. Malczewski's monograph analysing the spatial layout of towns in south-
eastern Poland in the Middle Ages and at the beginning of the 16th century, including
Frysztak (Malczewski, 2006). Basic facts from the history of the parish are given in
Schematyzm Diecezji Rzeszowskiej (Sadel, Buczek, Mierzwa, 2010), and information
about the older wooden church is mentioned in a note in Stownik Geograficzny Krolestwa
Polskiego [The Geographical Dictionary of the Kingdom of Poland] (Frysztak, 1881).
Information about the history of the village, as well as a mention of the chronology of the
older (no longer existing) church and a discussion of the furnishings of the existing church,
can be found in a note in Katalog Zabytkow Sztuki w Polsce [Catalogue of Art Monuments
in Poland] (Frysztak, 1978).

Frysztak and its monuments, including the church, are also the subject of guidebooks
(e.g., Pelczar, Fafara, 2004; Bogaczyk, 2002; Lawera, Bata, 1999). Finally, it is worth
mentioning the website of the parish in Frysztak, which provides the most important factual
information about the history of the town and the church, focussing, however, on a detailed
discussion of the renovation work carried out after 2004 (History, n.d.).

3. METHODOLOGY

The aim of this article is to present an overview of the spatial development of Frysztak,
with particular emphasis on the church as a dominant element in the urban space, as well
as an architectural and stylistic analysis of the church against the backdrop of historicist
architecture. Due to the lack of detail in the available studies on the architecture of the
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Frysztak church, the data collected here are of great cognitive value and may be used in
comparative analyses in further research.

The research methods used here include archival and bibliographic research, analysis
of collected sources and studies, in situ research, architectural analysis, and comparative
analysis of the objects that formed the basis of the synthesis and conclusion. In situ research
was conducted in relation to the church, while in relation to the history of the city and its
spatial development, a literature search was carried out, supplemented by an analysis of
historical cartography.

The architectural and stylistic analysis of the church, carried out primarily on the basis
of the authors' own field research and the photographic documentation made on this
occasion, allowed for the characterisation of the essential features of the church in Frysztak
and for a preliminary comparison with other buildings in Galicia. The authors made this
comparison using their own observations and on the basis of already collected (but not yet
published) research material on historicist churches in this area.

4. HISTORY OF THE TOWN AND ITS SPATIAL PLAN

The town of Frysztak was located on the part of the settlement area of an older village
named Kobyle. In 1352, Casimir the Great allowed Krystyn of Sobniow to establish this
village under Magdeburg law, and 60 fans were allocated for settlement, 6 of which were
given to the village administrator (Buczkowski, 1980). On the lands of Kobyle village,
Handzlin Rench, with the king's permission, established the town of Wistok in 1366,
stretching from Karczowiska Pogorzaly to Laczki Porgby, with an endowment of 200
Franconian tans. Kobyle became a suburb of the town, which soon changed its name to
Frysztak (Malczewski, 2006). Elzbieta Lokietkoéwna, in exchange for part of Jasto, gave
the town and its suburb to the abbot of Koprzywnica, Frysztak became the centre of
monastic estates, and Wtadystaw Jagietto allowed the establishment of a supreme court of
German law here (Buczkowski, 1980).

The town with its extensive market square was built on a high hill, naturally defensible,
on an important communication route. The road from Hungary through the Dukla Pass to
Cracow led through the Wistok Valley via Frysztak and Pilzno, bypassing Ropczyce, and
continued along the Lviv—Cracow route. It was a very old road, guarded by Kamieniec
Castle (in Odrzykon), which already existed in 1348, while the privilege granted by Casmir
IV Jagiellon in 1451 allowed butchers to drive oxen through Krosno and Frysztak. The
route to Mazovia via Sandomierz also passed through Frysztak (Fastnacht, 2007).

The natural defensive advantages of the location where Frysztak was established
influenced the layout of the fortifications. It was sufficient to build only wooden and
earthen ramparts, and access to the town from the south was impeded by the fortified
mayor's manor (Kiryk, 1978; Bosak A., Bosak B., 2002). The town's defences were
reinforced by the Twierdza fortress located in a neighbouring village, south-east of the
town, in the valley of the Glinnik stream. It was built during the 15th century and its
construction is attributed to refugees from Hungary (Kotula, 1969; Ksiazek, 1973), and
was intended to defend the inhabitants against foreign troops and Tatars.

The spatial arrangement of the Frysztak market square, with minor changes in the
southern and northern frontages caused by the relocation of buildings, has survived to this
day. Two streets lead out of it. In its centre, there was a wooden town hall and merchant
stalls, surrounded by blocks of buildings (Figure 1, 2).
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Figure 1. The location of Frysztak and its spatial layout on a map of the end of the 18th
century

Source: First military survey of the Habsburg Empire (Originalaufnahme..., 1779-1783).
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Figure 2. The location of Frysztak and its spatial layout on a map of the mid-19th century
Source: Second military survey of the Habsburg Empire (Ubersicht..., 1861-1864).

The original rectangular market square measured 131.85 m x 65.93 m (2:1) and covered
an area of 0.87 ha, while the town covered a total area of 6.3 ha (Malczewski, 2006). The
stalls and the wooden town hall have not survived to the present day. On both sides of the
longer sides of the market square, there were streets that were part of the old route and the
third road that ran from the south along the shorter frontage and led to the rear of the market
buildings. The visible deformation of the line of these buildings was caused by the gradual
sliding of the slope, which reduced the length of the plots (Malczewski, 2006).

The settlement plot had a significant impact on the shape of the town plan. Usually, in
addition to a house, such a plot also included a workshop, and in some towns fragments of
the original plans have been preserved. The plots in Frysztak were irregular in shape,
probably influenced by the terrain. The depth of the plots was obscured by new buildings
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and a newly laid out street connecting them, which in turn was located on long plots and
did not connect to farmland due to the presence of a cliff. Measurements of the width of
the plots by the cadastral plan of 1851 indicate that most of them were approximately
8.8 m wide and 16.6 m long (Malczewski, 2006). The depth of the plots was influenced by
steep slopes and the line of the fortifications. In Frysztak, as in other neighbouring towns,
the depth was often around 66 m, but most plots were closer to 48 m in depth (Malczewski,
2006).

5. HISTORY OF THE CHURCH AND PARISH

At the beginning of the settlement, the church plot was measured out. In Frysztak, the
place for the church was designated behind the northern frontage of the town, at the north-
western entrance (Malczewski, 2006). The first church was built in 1374 or slightly later,
funded by the Cistercians from Koprzywnica (Wyrozumski, 1980; Malczewski, 2006), the
second (perhaps the original, but renovated and rebuilt) was built in the mid-15th century,
funded by Mikotaj Frysztacki, the owner of the town, who died around 1500 (Wyrozumski,
1980; Malczewski, 2006). The first known description of the temple dates back to the end
of the 16th century, when it was already dedicated to the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. We know about it from the episcopal visitation of Krzysztof Kazimierski in 1596. It
was a wooden structure with a masonry sacristy, covered with a shingle roof, and furnished
with four altars, one of which was located outside, in the portico (Malczewski, 2006; Szopa
2024).

The parish in Frysztak was established around 1277 (Sadel, Buczek, Mierzwa, 2010).
Stownik Geograficzny Krolestwa Polskiego does not provide the date of construction and
consecration of the temple and indicates only the year 1537 as the date of the first mention
of the parish (Frysztak, 1881). The wooden church, built in 1445 or 1442 and dedicated to
the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary (Frysztak, 1978), was restored in 1783 and 1859
and demolished in 1924 or 1923 (Sadel, Buczek, Mierzwa, 2010; Szopa 2024; Frysztak,
1978; Kus, 2007) and the material was used to build a parish house. The masonry church
that still stands today was built between 1924 and 1927 according to a design by Stanistaw
Majerski (Frysztak, 1978; Szopa 2024; Kus, 2007). Its construction was initiated by a local
parish priest Wojciech Blajer, but some efforts, interrupted by the First World War, had
been undertaken by the previous parish priest Franciszek Prusak (Kus$, 2007). The
construction work was supervised by Stanistaw Lejpras and Jan Sobol, and the church
floor, designed by the town owner, Edmund Bohaczek, was put in 1931 by the Caden
company from Krakow (Szopa 2024; Kus, 2007). The temple was consecrated in 1927 by
Dean Stanistaw Kwiecinski and then, in 1938, by the suffragan bishop of Przemysl,
Wojciech Tomaka (Sadel, Buczek, Mierzwa, 2010). The church suffered damage during
World War II (1944), including the destruction of the roof covering and stained glass
windows, but renovation work began while the front was still active. The roof tiles were
replaced, new stained glass windows were installed and the interior was renovated in 1980
with a new polychrome decoration by Stanistaw Jakubczyk, which replaced the previous
work by Stanistaw Szmuc (Kus, 2007). To this day, ongoing repairs, renovations, and
conservation work are carried out.
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6. ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS OF THE CHURCH

As mentioned above, this part of the study is based on in-situ research conducted by the
authors, including photographic documentation. We refer to other sources (including the
architectural and civil engineering monument records chart) only in some specific cases
(marked in the text), usually when our findings do not correspond to the information
provided in the existing literature on the subject.

The temple, with its neo-baroque features, but also neo-Gothic elements (ribbed
vaulting), was located in the centre of the town on a prominent hill by the main road. The
area was surrounded by a stone wall with two gates, accessed by high steps, and the area
around the church was paved with ‘trylinka’ ('"Trylinski's paving block'); parish buildings
stand in the vicinity of the church. According to M. Kus, the designer gave the body of the
church the form of a pseudobasilica (Kus, 2007), but it should be emphasised that it is an
incorrect observation. From the outside the building resembles a classic basilica with slit
windows placed in the walls of the nave above the mono-pitched roofs of the aisles). Inside,
the same height of the nave and aisles suggests a hall-type body (Figure 3).

Figure 3. The church in Frysztak. Outside and inside viev
Source: photo by M. Zub.

The church was built of solid bricks with lime mortar (Kus, 2007), the structure was
erected on a plinth covered with rectangular sandstone slabs, while the walls up to the level
of the window arches were lined with irregular slabs, also made of sandstone. The church
is a non-oriented building with the chancel facing south-east, but the author of the
architectural and civil engineering monument records chart (Kus$, 2007) places it either
from the south-west (in the text) or from the south (on the plan, Figure 4); both of these
indications are incorrect. On both sides of the chancel, which is lower than the body, there
are square annexes, and the north-west facade is formed by a tower covered with a helmet.
The tower is a three-storey, circular, slightly elliptical structure, tapering towards the top,
surrounded in its lower part by a colonnade with a mono-pitched roof covered with painted
sheeting. Two columns with square-annular capitals, placed on low square pedestals with
a sandstone ring, topped with pinnacles in the form of finials, support the arched entrance
element with a sandstone cross; the colonnade consists of similar columns without pinnacle
finials.
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Figure 4. Plan of the church in Frysztak by M. Kus
Source: Architectural and civil engineering monument records chart (Kus, 2007).

In the tower wall, there is a rectangular entrance opening with oak doors with
blacksmith fittings, lined with sandstone blocks all around. Above the mono-pitched roof
of the colonnade and the narrow sandstone band above it, there is a semicircular window
in a metal frame surrounded by plasterwork. The upper parts of the tower are lit by narrow
rectangular windows with sandstone mono-pitched sills. On the volute walls of the body
adjacent to the tower, Stanistaw Majerski designed small lighting openings, rectangular
with mono-pitched window sills in the lower part and standing elliptical in the upper part,
and placed statues of saints on the massive external columns. The tower is covered with
two bell-shaped domes covered with sheet metal, separated by a low, sheet-metal
pseudolantern with horizontal elliptical openings. Under the lower dome, the larger one,
standing on a moulded cornice, there is a blind colonnade with engaged columns similar to
those at the entrance and in the presbytery colonnade, forming a second pseudolantern.
Between the columns, there are four semicircular windows that interrupt the cornice on
which the colonnade stands. The entire tower is topped by a metal cross with a massive
moulded vertical beam.

The body of the temple, buttressed by lesenes transitioning into semicircular arcades,
does not have a transept — as M. Kus incorrectly claims (Kus, 2007), but in its middle part,
on the eastern side, there is an apsidal chapel, and opposite it (on the western side) there is
a rectangular narthex accessible by a few steps. The interior is divided into three bays, the
outer ones in the nave being square in plan and the middle one rectangular in plan. On the
facade side, there is a narrow space occupied on the axis of the nave by the music choir,
and on the sides by annexes (on the west side, there are two rooms, the inner one
communicating with the choir loft and the upper floors of the tower, and the outer one with
the interior of the church). The structure is decorated with a plinth covered with rectangular
stone slabs, above which, up to the level of the windows closing, it is lined with irregular
sandstone slabs. The walls of the nave and aisles are decorated with plastered moulded
cornices. Above the mono-pitched roofs of the side aisles, there are semicircular blinds
with slit openings, whereas on the sides of the body, the designer added volute gables with
pinnacles. In the central part of the ridge, a neo-baroque bell tower was placed, with two
circular lanterns with semicircular arcaded openings, the tower is covered with small-mesh
metal grilles. The lower one, taller and wider, was covered with a bell-shaped roof covered
with sheet metal, as was the upper one, smaller, which is crowned with a metal cross with
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a small ball. The facade of the eastern chapel is decorated in a similar way to the body and
is covered with a gable roof with a semi-conical closure, covered with sheet metal. It is
illuminated by tall windows with semicircular closures, narrower than those in the side
aisles, with stained glass windows featuring geometric and animal motifs (deer and eagle).
We mentioned above the western porch, which is risalit, with an arched, strongly moulded
roof covered with sheet metal. The roof is topped with a cross carried by two four-sided
columns with pinnacles in the form of finials. Communication with the western aisle is
provided by oak doors with blacksmith fittings, preceded by stairs and set in a sandstone
frame, while the tympanum features an oval blind oculus in a white plaster frame. Above
the vestibule, between the lesenes, there is another oculus in a white plaster frame with
a stained glass window in a metal frame, placed in a semicircular recess.

Communication between the nave and aisles is provided by large semicircular arcades
(the central one being wider and higher than the adjacent ones), supported by circular ring-
shaped pillars with square moulded capitals and two-part bases, square at the bottom and
ring-shaped above. The walls of the side aisles are divided by wall pillars with outwardly
protruding plinths, which above the windows turn into arches, creating deep recesses
arches polychromed in the intradorsal. The structural issues and detailed characteristics of
the architectural elements of the nave are presented in Table 1. Here, we point out that the
interior of the nave is vaulted with a ribbed vault (a neo-Gothic element), and not, as
M. Kus$ incorrectly indicates, with a barrel vault with transverse arches (Kus, 2007).

Table 1. Church in Frysztak. Characteristics of the nave

Architectural

elements Description

ribbed vault; M. Kus (2007) describes it incorrectly as a barrel vault with

Vault of the nave
transverse arches

Vault of the aisles
Construction and
roofing of the nave
Construction and
roofing of the aisles

ribbed vaults of various fields with keystones

frame roof truss, hanger truss with rafters (Kus, 2007), gable roof
covered with ‘Dobrzechow’ interlocking tiles with sheet metal flashings

mono-pitched roof covered with galvanised sheet metal

the original polychrome was made by Stanistaw Szmuc, the new one in
1980 by Stanistaw Jakobezyk (Kus, 2007), with geometric and figural
elements in the arcade arches

Wall decorations

in the nave, gilding on the ribs and figural elements with biblical motifs

Vault decorations in the corners of the vaulted fields; in the aisles, gilding on the ribs

Windows of the semicircular blinds with slotted openings visible from the outside do not

nave illuminate the interior of the nave (located above the vault)
Windows of the high, with a semicircular plaster closure, with sandstone mono-pitched
aisles window sills, in metal frames with horizontal divisions

Stained glass
windows

the stained glass windows of 1927, installed by the Zelefiski company
from Cracow, destroyed during World War II, have been replaced
(Kus, 2007), currently featuring figural motifs with biblical figures

Source: own study based on in-situ research, some information according to M. Kus (2007).

The not-buttressed chancel, with a single bay and a width equal to that of the nave,
directed towards the south-east, is surrounded on the outside by a semicircular colonnade
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consisting of four circular columns and two engaged columns at the ends. The columns
with two-part capitals with a square abacus and a ring-shaped echinus stand on four-sided
point bases with rings; the engaged columns have the same elements. The colonnade is
accessible via a few steps and is topped with a moulded plaster cornice. The square annexes
flanking the chancel, serving as a sacristy and storage room, are covered with sheet metal
pent roofs, and their reinforced corners are topped with pinnacles in the form of finials.
The closure of the chancel is clad on the outside with irregular sand-stone tiles, and above
the pent roof and under the cornice there are similar strips of cladding, between which
a plastered field has been left. The chancel was built on a plinth covered with regular
sandstone slabs and is crowned with moulded cornices.

The detailed architectural characteristics of the chancel are presented in Table 2. It
should be added that the adjacent annexes are covered with a Czech cap (Kus, 2007), and
their communication with the chancel is ensured by rectangular openings with glazed doors
in a decorated marble frame, and they are illuminated by rectangular windows with
contemporary metal grilles depicting Christ Crucified and small oculi on their southern
sloping walls.

Table 2. Church in Frysztak. Characteristics of the chancel

Architectural

elements Description
Top none
Vault barrel vault, conch closure

above the chancel, a gable roof, with a semi-conical closure covered

Construction and with sheet metal, an external colonnade with a mono-pitched roof

roofing covered with sheet metal
Chancel arch large semicircular arcade
Wall decorations polychrome painting with individual biblical scenes
Vault decorations geometric motifs
Windows on the sides, oval horizontal window openings in white plaster

surrounds, with metal frames divided into four sections

the stained glass windows of 1927, installed by the Zelefiski company
from Cracow, destroyed during World War I, have been replaced (Kus,
2007), currently geometric patterns with biblical symbols

Stained glass
windows

Source: own study based on in-situ research, some information according to M. Kus (2007).

Finally, let us mention the church furnishings, among which the Regency-style main
altar, funded by parish priest Andrzej Ankwicz and renovated around 1784 thanks to the
efforts of parish priest Michal Duvall (Frysztak, 1978), as well as the neo-baroque
confessionals and pews, deserve special attention.

7. CONCLUSIONS

The history of Frysztak's spatial development allows it to be described as a town
representative of a group of small towns in south-eastern Poland, with a typical course of
development stages and administrative status, from its location in the Middle Ages to the
loss of its municipal rights in the 20th century. What distinguishes it is the development of
buildings along the north-south axis and towards the west, conditioned by the terrain. The
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steep slope with significant defensive values prevented the town from expanding to the
east. This condition also influenced the location of the church, which is closely linked to
the history and development of the town. This development required the construction of
a larger church, and the arrangement of the buildings did not allow for the construction of
an oriented church.

As follows from the analysis presented above, the church in Frysztak represents, as is
quite common in historicist buildings, elements taken from various stylistic forms.
Historicism did not develop its own forms but drew on centuries-old architectural
traditions, both in building shapes and plans (basilica, aisleless and hall churches, pseudo-
basilica and stepped hall churches, with or without a transept), as well as structural and
decorative elements, resulting in a lack of stylistic uniformity and eclecticism in historicist
architecture. Designers freely combined elements derived from different styles and eras, so
when attempting to classify buildings, it is better to take into account their dominant
features. The distinguishing features of Gothic (and neo-Gothic) architecture were
structural elements: ribbed vaults, flying buttresses and buttresses, as well as pointed arches
(not the most important, but commonly regarded as such). Barrel vaults with lunettes and
conch vaults, as well as volute mouldings, should be treated as baroque (and neo-baroque)
elements.

Neo-baroque elements dominate in Frysztak (apses, volute mouldings, oval and
elliptical forms, moulded cornices, conch vaults), but the designer also used Gothic motifs,
vaulting the temple with rib vaults. The body of the church is an original solution: from the
outside, it has the form of a basilica, with windows (albeit very narrow ones) in the nave,
which, however, do not illuminate the hall-like interior, but are placed above the vault. This
solution is original both in comparison with other projects by Stanistaw Majerski, discussed
by M. Proksa in his analysis of the neo-Gothic churches of Przemysl (Proksa, 2022), and
in comparison with other historicist religious buildings in south-eastern Poland. Among
these buildings, we do not know of (lack of?) a similar solution, but a slight analogy can
be found in the slightly older church in Zeleznikowa Wielka, built in 1912-1921 according
to a design by Jan Sas Zubrzycki (Parafia, n.d.), where the side aisles of the basilica-style
structure are deep chapels fully open to the central part of the temple.

All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.
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