Humanities and Social Sciences 2019
HSS, vol. XXIV, 26 (3/2019), p. 17-28 July-Septerab

Edyta CZOP*

POLISH RECONSTRUCTION LOUTISH TOTAL
MODERNIZATION IN 1945-1989

After 1944, the introduction of a “communist” modemation model began in Poland. Its
features were top-down imposed transformationiserpblitical, economic and social spheres.
It was the communist authorities that decided alttoeitdirection and shape of civilizational
transformations. The subject of modernization waaréy bureaucracy practically not subject
to social control, especially since society in thystem was subject to civilization changes.
The modernization was to be of a total charactesety linked with the construction of a new
socialist system. The adopted Soviet model of ntidation was of a mimetic nature, drew
from Western standards, but introduced only setbetements, matching the different politi-
cal and social relations and the principles of nauontrol of economic life. The transfor-
mation of modernization from 1945-1989 was basedhenpolitical, social and economic
transformation after 1989. The government of Tadéviazowiecki took over the economy
which is a hybrid of the socialist version combgnihe so-called ownership of the socialized
(in the majority of cases) with the erosion of tiguence of state competence and the grow-
ing private sector. Modernization processes indddfieople's Republic took place in the new
system context, they were inscribed in subsequemtamic plans, in a central planning
scheme, which in time was less and less efficienspite of this, the country was made in-
dustrialized and the economy became more econgneidatation was popularized, sociali-
zation of health care was created, the foundatibtise consumer society were created.

Keywords: modernization, The People's Republic of Poland sagalism, centrally planned
economy, industrialization, urbanization.

1. INTRODUCTION

The word modernization is associated with improvenaad innovations, but also with
socio-civilizational transformations. The latteclides activities within the scope of eco-
nomic, technical and educational progress, raisévioig standards, and finally transfor-
mation of public awareness. After 1944, a “commiiciisnodel of modernization was in-
troduced in Poland, which was characterized bynapdete, top-down transformation of all
areas of social life, in accordance with a sti@etalytical program of political, economic
and social modernization, considered as a wholas,Time modernization was to be com-
plete and lead to the creation of socialism and ttenmunism. The model of Soviet mod-
ernization was a variant of Western modernity,\ith selected elements only. It assumed
top-down activities aimed at achieving standardslar to those in the West, but by using
different political and social solutions. The shagemodernization was imposed by the
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communistic party and was characterized by the gmmole of politics in relation to the
other areas of social life; the economic and sabgalelopment was determined by a po-
litical system (as opposed to the western modelsjist, 2013).

2. PHASES OF MODERNIZATION

Mitowit Kuninski distinguishes three phases of modernizatioar afltorld War II:
aradical and ideological one, a mild and correctisie as well as a consumption one, where
ideological aims were to be achieved indirectly ffiauski, 2006).

The first period focused on the gradual introdutf the doctrinal assumptions under-
lying the Soviet modernization model, namely slawitiation (final step being total elimi-
nation) of private property which obstructed celnt@onomic control, striving to remove
the market mechanism, and finally politicizationeabnomic entities (Musiat, 2013).

The change of borders after World War Il broudi@ the modernization of the eco-
nomic and social structures, which gave the oppdstdor rapid economic development.
What was necessary, however, was an efficient enansystem, which would use the nat-
ural and human resources of the country. In trst fiost-war years, some of the reforms
announced in the declarations of the Polish Workeasty and manifesto of the Polish
Committee of National Liberation (agrarian reformationalization of industry) were intro-
duced, without eliminating private property (tradeaft). In the then discussions on the
economic system, the Polish Workers’ Party offlgialdvocated a three-sector economy.
The change took place after winning the electianthé Legislative Sejm (by fraud) and
removing Wiadystaw Gomutka and the supporters sf‘Biolish way to socialism” to the
margins. Before the beginning of intensive indadization, Poland's GDP per capita com-
pared to 29 European capitalistic countries amaltwe2447 dollars, which constituted
53.4% of the average for Western countries. InfdHewing decades, the situation deteri-
orated (in 1960 only 46.6%, in 1970 43.4%, in 19806% and in 1989 35.8%). Positive
changes also occurred in the structure of the adipultaking into consideration the sources
of income. In 1938, 59.1% lived off agriculture (ticulture, forestry), and in 1950 - 47.1%.
It turned out, however, that this situation coutit he effectively used by the authorities.
The obstacle was the fact, that economic matters weated instrumentally, they were
subordinated to current political interests andtdoal assumptions (Churiski, 2010).

While in the first post-war years the Soviet Untoterated the separateness of the eco-
nomic and political model in the countries of Eastéurope, from 1947 a major shift took
place to “transplant” the Soviet model. For theremay, the takeover of Soviet models
meant a model of industrialization based on headystry, neglecting the consumer goods
manufacturing. Thus, the focus was on developiegttential of the economy, marginal-
izing the needs of society. At the same time, tediprogress taking place in the whole
world was not taken into account. Industrializationk place in isolation from the global
economy, thus the factories built proved to beafutate practically from the very begin-
ning. This situation therefore forced further famgrof heavy industry. The priority of this
sector of the economy remained visible practicaiitil the end of People's Poland. Addi-
tionally, there were strong autarkic tendencies amdlectivization of agriculture
(Morawski, 2010).

The belief that accumulation and consumption calittaeach other led to limiting
consumer aspirations of society. Extensive andateril industrial development during the
six-year plan led to disproportions and imbalantesler the influence of protests from the
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population and critical economic analysis, the ienpéntation of the plan was subject to
timid criticism of the authorities of the Polish ithd Workers' Party and subject to changes.
The inspiration for these activities came from Moscespecially the changes. It turned out
that similar problems occurred in the other coestof the bloc (Katiski, 2012).

It is worth noting, however, that during the sigay plan, the foundations of the auto-
motive industry were created, and the heavy anthida industry started to expand. Under
Soviet pressure, at the cost of other industriesdefense industry began to be significantly
developed and modernized. In addition to small aantsartillery, tanks, fighter aircrafts,
minesweepers and radar systems were producec$Kial?012).

Shortly after the turn of 1956, more emphasis was gn the development of the
manufacturing industry for the needs of the popatatRefrigerators, washing machines,
radios and TV sets were the necessities (also twssructed in Poland).

The attempts to harmonize economic growth, ineedsalary and consumption levels
began to be less and less important as early 485A. As part of the second stage of in-
dustrialization, the development of engineeringtathergy, chemical, raw material and fuel
industries, as well as electronics, electrical ragiing and automotive industry were the
priorities. This program was to be re-implementedha cost of limiting investments in
agriculture, in particular farming, housing anchsport (Kaliski, 2012).

During Gomutka government's rule, the developnudrihe engineering and chemical
industries was the priority; they were supposeléaad to modernity. The aim was to trans-
form Poland from a raw material country into anustlial one. However, it was necessary
to invest and purchase new technologies, and furds to be taken from the raw material
area, which in turn required more expenditure. $twvents were to enable modern devel-
opment and exports on the one hand and create nekplaces on the other. These trends
contradicted each other, which is why the perspedif dividing the economy into a mod-
ern, automated, export-oriented sector and rawnmagt@abor-intensive sector focused on
internal needs was more and more evident (MoraZéKip).

In the 1970s, the aviation industry regained theostunity to develop as part of coop-
eration with the Council for Mutual Economic Assaiste. Poland was to be an expert in
agricultural aircrafts (M-18 Dromader; jet M-15 was unsuccessful construction), heli-
copters (WSKSwidnik) and gliders (Bielsko-Biata). LOT obtaineoing-haul aircraft (ll-
62), which enabled flights to New York, MontrealuMbai and Bangkok. The merchant
fleet was developing. In the mid-1970s, tankerfwitoad capacity of about 140,000 tons
appeared under the Polish flag; they were the $angaits that Polish merchant navy ever
had. Towards the end of the decade, container sipipsared in the Polish fleet. The pas-
senger fleet was also developing. It is true thatgopularity of Transatlantic routes de-
creased, but the popularity of ferry connections giwing. Polish ferries appeared on the
Baltic Sea (Morawski, 2010).

In December 1970, Edward Gierek's team comesuw@pavhich initially departs from
the Soviet model of modernization and lays the flations for a consumer society. The
consumer modernization phase begins. The new téemks to the loans obtained from
Western countries, began modernization of the imgixy building modern factories, pur-
chasing western licenses and investing in infrastine. The transition from the period of
rough consumption to consumption at a higher quéditel combined with the opening of
borders, affected the society both in terms of tgreexpectations and aspirations to raise
the level of material existence, but also in teohscreasing the quality of other areas of
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life. These include relations at work as well datiens with the state and party administra-
tion at the local level (Kuriski, 2006).

Consumer aspirations in society that were awakean#ite beginning of the 1970s, did
not resulted from the effectiveness of economidacyollhe improvement of the supply and
housing situation was largely related to Westeam$o The number of household appliances
(washing machines, refrigerators etc.) as wellaaiorand TV equipment, cassette tape
recorders, color TV sets in households increassihdthe licenses, the automotive indus-
try was modernized, and the Fiat 126p car becawidely desired product. Modernization
entered the chemical and cosmetics industry (MaeWska perfumes became a synonym
of luxury, Brutal, a cologne, was a little less plgw,) and clothing (jeans, wool and silk
fabrics). Partly thanks to Western licenses, tleetebnics industry was modernized (inte-
grated circuits were created, production of Polisinicomputers was being prepared).
Large transport investments were initiated, elécaiion was accelerated (although the
conditions of traveling and passenger service i@rérom being a priority in the plan of
transformations), the program of expansion and muzietion of the road network was
launched. In housing industry, quantitative improeat took place thanks to the so-called
prefabricated buildings. On the one hand, new laeg&lential areas were built, and on the
other hand, the private housing slowed down ag# struggling with bureaucracy and lack
of materials. Regardless of the actions takenp#toe of modernization of technologies and
products was slow (Kaiski, 2012).

The modernization in the decade of Gierek broungivt elements: it took into greater
account the consumer needs of the society and edldar the growth of the private sector.
It had a “hybrid nature”, proaarket and statist tendenciesermingled, consistent with the
ideology and strategic requirements of the USSfRedtment in heavy industry continued
to be made and attempts to socialize agriculture wet abandoned completely (Kaski,
2006).

The second half of the 1970s showed the failueeadntrally planned economy and the
negative consequences of livibgyond the mean3.he errors in the economic policy of
the Polish United Workers Party (PZPR) were compledrby the global energy crisis and
the soaring increase in the prices of importedsfaeld raw materials as well as the deteri-
oration of the East-West relations. Western stapedied sanctions against the Eastern bloc
as a response to the Soviet invasion of Afghanisthe economic crisis of the end of the
1970s deepened in the following years. After anemgiof martial law in December 1981,
some Western states imposed financial and comnheestictions on Poland. Talks on
debt refinancing were suspended and the paymemewiously granted loans was blocked.
The attempt to overcome the regress was a threepjaaof 1983—-1985. It was supposed
to stop the fall of the national income; it assurtteat of the condition of the economy from
1978 would be achieved and that the living condgiof society would improve. Despite
the economic recovery in 1983-1984, contrary toatkeumptions of the reform, the com-
mand and distribution system was strengthenedadtfacilitated by the introduction meth-
ods characteristic for the army (military style)}tire economic governance. In the national
socio-economic plan for 1986-1990, it was intentbedoncentrate on structural changes
leading to modernization of the economy. The desmemic imbalance in 1988 forced the
authorities to raise prices drastically. The pubdiacted in wave of dissatisfaction despite
compensations. The attitude of the strikers anattteorities of the underground “Solidar-
ity” forced the authorities to agree to talks a thound table” (Kalhski, 2012).
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The changes aimed at introducing economic freeblegan to be prepared by the gov-
ernment of Mieczystaw Rakowski (established inabh&umn of 1988). Transformations in
the area of economy were to be combined with apatf the foundations of the democratic
system, which somehow was forced by the attitud&ofidarity”. The authorities, sitting
down for talks with the opposition, had the concefpa limited democracy, which would
allow them to maintain political control, offerirconomic freedom in return. Thus, they
were ready to depart from the communist dogma whépécted private property or free
market mechanisms. Further transformations takilagepafter elections of June 1989
brought the construction of democracy and transétions in the economy (Kuiski,
2006).

The 1980s brought the pauperization of sociefig. titue that in 1983-1987 the poverty
declined. In 1988, however, the problem returnedhA same time, in the entire 1980s, the
amount of equipment such as refrigerators, freemashing machines, TV sets present in
households, increased. However, their quality awhrological level left much to be
desired. Some product such as some fabrics, taqders, motorcycles, became less
available on the market. On the one hand, the nuoftars grew, but Poland was far from
global trends. The gap of Poland in relation teottountries of the Soviet bloc also widen
(Kuninski, 2006).

3. PROS AND CONS OF MODERNIZATION

The economic development of People's Poland waseiméed by political factors, the
needs of the internal market, but also by the neédlse Eastern bloc hegemon, which to
some extent distorted or delayed some modernizptioresses. It is enough to mention the
development of the armament plants in the 50'selkas development of production based
mainly on Soviet technologies (in most cases, tisesations were copied from the West
and implemented in countries of “people's demochacy

The influence of Moscow on the technological depebent of Polish industry can be
seen, for example in aviation sector. The aviationstruction office was established in
October 1944. After transforming into an Aviatioxgérimental Workshop in téd
(1945), it was the first aviation company to budiicraft prototypes. The first factories
launched in the region of Polska Lubelska were &tigind Rzeszéw. Initially, they carried
out repairs under supervision of the Russiansframd 1945 started operating under Polish
management. Gradually new plants and centers weated, where prototypes of aircrafts
were worked on. Most employees were pre-war enginaed constructors who took ad-
vantage of Polish technological thought. Graduallymestic production gave way to li-
censed production, mainly the Soviet one. At theeséime, serial production of aircrafts,
including jets, was developed on a large scaleo@nhand, there was a technological leap,
on the other hand, the production was dependenh@imnflow of parts from the Soviet
Union (those that could not be produced in PolaBdyiet designs were favored, even out-
dated and unsuccessfalt the cost of Polish, often innovative conceftsarly there was
no pro-innovative attitude (Glass, 1980; Ortow&Ki06).

Regardless of limitations of the autonomy of thimton industry, serial production of
Soviet SM-1 helicopters was started from scrattthpagh it happened at the costZafk

2 For example, an agricultural jet plane PZL Belfe@onstructor: R.A. Izmajlow) was uneconomi-
cal and unsuccessful.
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helicopter, designed by Bronistafurakowski. In the plant iSwidnica, the SM-1 was re-
designed, and then the production of the prototygsion of the Mi-2 helicopter was
started. Despite the limited use of the potentfaPolish constructors, successful Polish
planes were created, such as TS-8 Bies or thePfokssh jet TS-11 Iskra, both engineered
by Tadeusz SoltykThe unhampered Polish construction thought dgeslan the produc-
tion of gliders. In this fieldPoland was one of the world’s leader (Ortowski, 00

Modernization processes, especially in the arethefdevelopment of the country,
which took place in the first post-war years (ae#iyear and partly six-year plans) were
mainly a continuation of the program of Eugeniusgidtkowski from the second half of
the 1930s. The main aim was to eliminate agranammopulation and reduce the civiliza-
tion gap between Poland A and Poland B, and torekplae industry in less developed
areas. It meant implementing similar ideas as éncibnstruction of the Central Industrial
District. The process of electrification continueaid the infrastructure was gradually ex-
panded. At the same time, the model of Soviet mudation was introduced. It emphasized
the development of heavy industry (the foundatibthe economy was to be the industry,
treated as a factor influencing the growth and pssg), gradual elimination of individual
property in the countryside and reconstructiorhefgocial structure.

The authorities of People's Poland failed to ralfiiaebuild “production relations” in
the countryside, and the effects of attempts ofl@menting innovative processes in agri-
culture were poor. Instead of unsuccessful collegdtion, cultivationcontracts and ma-
chinery ringswere introduced, based on technology, which sigaifily contributed t¢he
mechanizatiof farming. The fact that agriculture was operatimgler autarkic conditions
limited its development, modernization, special@a&and concentration. According to the
model of “partial modernization” (non-urbanizati@md unbalanced industrialization),
“drainage” of agriculture meant lowering pricesagficultural products and food products,
introducing compulsory deliveriegaxes, part-time farmindack of investment in individ-
ual farming and manipulated statistics. In consagagthere was lack of appropriate con-
ditions for modernization of agriculture resultimgincreased production ascialization
of the peasant economid&e policy of modernization in agriculture becanogiceable in
the first half of 1970s; loans for individual farreevere available, which enabled, among
others, purchase of modern agricultural equipmarnthe years of accelerated industriali-
zation and delayed urbanization, no steps werentekelevelop modernization in agricul-
ture, such as the modernization of agriculturaldpation which required investment
(Lesniak-Moczuk, 2012).

The modernization of rural areas and agricultarBaland was delayed in comparison
to Western Europe, but it also differed from theywamodernization of agriculture imple-
mented in Eastern Europe.Poland, the peasardil not transform into employees of large
farms, but still remained small producers. At tlegge of system transformation, Poland
did not go all the way from the agrarian to indiattera. Poland was a medium-developed
country with a dual society, partly prepared foare, and partly doomed to (subject to)
marginalization. The scope and pace of farm modatiain also depended on the level of
family awarenessPeasantaere to be seen not only as recipients of techimecevations,
but also co-creators. Despite the fact that farroenstructed or improved devices and ma-
chines, their achievements waret promotedThere were several reasons: the peasants
either did not apply for a patent or the patenteevéenied. Taking into account the devices
they designed and made, they could be co-creatong avith the professional experts
(Lesniak-Moczuk, 2012).
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The process of modernization of Poland in accardamith the Soviet model hado
faces.On the one hand, this method was very expensivéh@ther hand, it resulted in
the social advancememtf millions of people who moved from the countrysia the city,
became workers, clerks, and became part of thiéectigal elite.

Civilizational advancement brought changes ingisality of life ard as well as changes
in aspirations and transition from traditional todern society. The economic situation of
the country caused this transition to take pladevmstages - post-war and in the 1970s. In
both cases, thieeling of advancement waslilt on the basis of experience and the starting
point was important. The factor that positiveljirgihced shaping the sense of civilizational
advancement was surging character of changes ial $ife.

Consumer needs of citizens began to grow. Theyegato live better and more com-
fortably. Next generations were characterized loygased civilization aspirations, which
started to be clearly visible in the 1970s. Opemihgoland to the Wedtrought new life-
style models andew needs. Economic plans which returned to thesitnilization of the
country at the cost of limiting citizens' aspirasocaused frustrations an in consequence,
strikes.

The lifestyles of the society were also influenbgdsocial issues, especially insurance.
Development of insurance took place after the Sgédnrld War. Initially, it was based
on the pre-war system. T&ucture and insurance premiums, howevkanged. In 1947,
family insurance was introduced, and agriculturarkers werecovered by health insur-
ance In 1953,they were covered by disability insuranée important change took place
in 1954 when benefits in respect of accidents at work amdipational diseases were added
to the pension scheme (cf. wider: Grata, 2018).

Another reform of the soci@hsurance system was carried out in 1968, and eaher
system was created. In 1972, individual farmersevweeveredy social insurance (employ-
ees of production coperatives were entitled to social security andspenschemen 1962)
andwere granted the right tese social health care. Eight years Igtension and disability
insurance for farmers were introduced. The rightg&ople bringing up children were also
gradually extended. In 1972, materrdggve was reformedn 1975, the Alimony Fund was
established, and in 1980child care benefit for womemaking care of children up to 3 years
was introduced. Subsequent reforms of the socw@lrigg system took place in the next
decade. At the end of the 1980s, 0.3% of the fmdalulation was not covered by social
insurance system (Makarzec, 2013).

It was characteristic for Polish modernizatiomhie post-war period thatnovative pro-
jectswere not used at all or they were use in a venjtéid extent.The directive planning
and command and distribution systemade it difficult for innovations to break through.
The fear of failure to implement the plan and tkédf that it was necessary to implement
imposed Soviet solutions prevailed among the advimative and party bureaucracy. In ad-
dition, the new elite did not have or had littlentact with Western technologies, hence
a certain primitivism of technological solutionssmaot surprising (1950s and partly 60s).

On the other hand, construction projects and négldings enhanced modernization and
mechanization. Scientific and research facilitiesrevcreated. The '70s brought a “new
opening”; taking loans, but also construction ofvriacilities, an increasia the production
of consumer durableshe development of housing construction (prefabricdiaidings,
but ofa higher standard than in the period of Gomutkayetbpment of infrastructure. The
slowdown was brought about by the crisis in theaddalf of the 1970s. In consequence,
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modernization processes in the 1980s were slowaneder, tangible (research laborato-
ries, factories, infrastructure, modern househgldliances, etc.) and non-tangible (higher
level of research and education, technical cultbegame factsUnfortunately, the full
scientificand technical revolution did not take place desihiteinvolvement of scientific
communities, mainly due to the shortcomings ofgbktical and economic system. Deve-
lopment of automotive industry in the 1980s carabeexample. At that time, mainly the
constructions from earlier periods were modernidithe native successors of the existing
models were searched for. Two constructions werdethders: Beskid 106 and Wars from
FSO. The works on Beskid were carried out in theryd 982-1986 in the Research and
Development Center in Bielsko-Biata. Despite pusitievaluations, the process was
stopped at the moment when the new Fiat — Cinqieaess launched to the market. Wars
was presented for the first time in October 198that‘Polish Automotive Industry Exhi-
bition”; works on this car started in 1983 and #&sio be ainiversal passenger c@respite
positive evaluation, it did not enter productioreda lack of funds. It is also worth empha-
sizing that since the mid-1980s, the authoritiethefchose to modernizbe Polish auto-
motiveindustry by purchasinfpreign licenses (Wilk, 2015).

The weakness of the industry was the failure folément plans according to the range
of products. Regardless of central planramgl economic governanceven key industries
plants avoided the production of technologicallfficlilt goods”, there was low quality of
production and outdated technologies. On the ond,lemployment rates, industry's share
in generating national income (from 22% in 194almost 50% in the 1980s), an increase
in the number of factories and spectacular increase in global industrial pradacbver
almost 45 years, indicated positive transformationhis sector. On the other hand, until
the end of People's Polartie faulty structuref industry (emphasis was placed on the
production sector, including military productiori,the cost of consumer production) and
lack of encouragement to implement modern techncdbgolutions related to scientific
and technical development remained. The resultlowssompetitiveness of Polish goods
in the world (Chumiski, 2010).

In the economy of shortagend state monopoly, the plants were not interested
modernizing the technologies. In addition, the iempéntation process required a lot of time
and the technologies were imposed from the topTéte.attitude of central administration
that was responsible for distributing funds was atsportant.

In the field of technology, there were clear sbomings of the system which had re-
jected market mechanisms. Despite the lack of ecimaking powers of middle-level
administration and the low level of support of imation, there were some engineers-in-
ventors who managed to overcomeltheeaucracy, namely Wiktor Zinkiewicz (the creator
of the so-called mole, an equipment for drillingderground passages), Tadeusz Ruta (in-
vented a method ahaking crank shafjsZdzistaw Marciniak, Ryszard 2@icki and Jan
Pacholski team (OE spinning machine Wir). Achievataen coal miningor mechanical
engineering should also be mentioned (Ortowski,6300

What was characteristic, especially in the deaddbe 1970s, was that modernization
of the Polish economy was based on the purchagtesfern licenses. Often, it was decided
to implement technologies that wedleeady obsolete, not usedifestern countries or were
not adapted to Polish conditions. The Ursus plant $erve as an example. Looking for
a new license in 1974, it was decided to buy itfithe Canadian-British company Massey
Ferguson. It was for a tractor that was to maltechnological leap iPolish agriculture.
So instead of financing the successful Polish Utsagtors, a bit more modern, but with
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the inch system, which was not used in Poland, vaaght. A new production had to be
introduced using the inch system that other coesstopped to use. Implementation of MF
tractors for production lasted ten years. The sydtem created problems for farmers who
often decided to alter the MF tractors themsel@sl981, the production of Ursus-330
tractors partially based on the Ferguson and Zetomponents was resunieHomicki,
2016).

It was not uncommon that non-technical and nomenuc reasons influenced the de-
velopment of technology in Polandittempts to introduceew ideasand bottom-upnitia-
tives faced the production plans. At the sdime, the existing regulatiomsade it difficult
to assess the real profitability of new techniecalaepts, which led to their rejection. Jacek
Karpinski case can be an example. In the early 40@ constructed the K-202 minicom-
puter.For partyand industrial bureaucracy, it was more converieriuy licenses from
other countries (seen as tested and verifiedhatothe officials did not have to take risky
decisions. In addition, the minicomputer was a cetitipn for Odra which was produced
by Elwro factory in Wroctaw, so the importance @ridinski'sconstruction was diminished
evenmore (Ortowski, 2006; Ligiski, Matys, 2014).

Regardless of all the difficulties faced by modeation in the system of real socialism,
the evolution that was taking place could be clesekn. However, it is difficult to precisely
indicate to what extent it resulted from the modeation of the system operations, and to
what extent it was the result of the inevitable lation of civilization. On the one hand
therewere civilization aspirationsf the society and the desire to have: radio, isiew,
motorbike,car, bus linesthat iseverything that broke the isolatiarf people. They also
wanted access to education, more effective metteaiments, whickvere provided byhe
state (Kula, 2010).

At the same time, a social project was being imgleted in People's Poland. It caused
the limitation of the individualization (so typic&r modernization solutions) in the po-
litical and social dimensiong.his omnipotent state was to take care of theization
development of the individual, that was treatedmelement of the community. It was not
modernization that gave the freedom to choose loowest money, complete freedom in
acquiring property, choosing which party or orgation to become a member, choosing
politicians, etc. In the area of social life, madeation processes were poorly implemented.
An example is the emancipation of women, which erasouragedyut little was done about
it, or blockingof the bottom-up initiatives which also was noteaaampleof modernization
(Kula, 2010).

It is worth mentioning that the executor of modeation was the party bureaucracy,
which “became a new ruling class”, “the class @igtariat owners”. Society was, however,
the subject. Thus, the modernization controlledhgycommunist bureaucracy often served
the interests of the majority, which, however, hidost no control over its implementation
(Majmurek, 2010).

It is also difficult to clearly assess the “Soliti# movement in terms of modernization.
It operated during the breakdown of modernity anthe moment of crisis of systems that
were called progressive. It was oftembivalent: it propounded modernizatiohPoland,
but at the same time emphasized tradition and ffarity”. It wanted efficiency that was
associated with capitalism, and at the same tinagted to maintain a welfare state, even
to a higher degree than in socialism. On the onwl hpeople wanted to have a car —

3 Another poor decision was the purchase of FréushBerliet license.
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a synonym of prestige, but also not only to mamthe current social achievements, but to
extend it (Kula, 2010).

One of the factors which wasportant for expanding the freedom and thus fer th
modernization of the state and the economy weté#utisns of workers’ self-management.
They were formed in some state-owned enterpriséseilyears 1980-1981 and were asso-
ciated with the operations of “Solidarity”. Howeyérshould be remembered thabrkers
self-management started in the periotmefakthrough in October 1956. The workers' coun-
cils that were created at that time were graduallyginalized and eventually included in
the existing system or stopped existing. Indepenidéor councils established in the years
1980-1981 continued to operate later, trying topkatleast part of the autonomy of their
own plants from th@dministrative and party apparat@ten, workers found their allies
among the plant directorkocal governments had social, union, protective quasi-eco-
nomic functions,at the same time giving employees basic economit political
knowledge as well as their righasd opportunities (Ré&dw, 2010).

4. SUMMARY

The attempt to bridge the gap between Poland arstéifecountries that began before
World War Il, was continued after its end in contele different political, social and
economic conditions. The “imposed modernizationpliemented in the conditions of the
centrally planned economy and the command andildison system turned out to be
a very costly political and economic operationthé same time, it resulted in advancement
of significant part of society (Morawski, 2010b).

In difficult conditions of real socialism, both@ety and economy were developing.
However, the evaluation of the process is not eesgecially since it depends to a large
extent on the starting point. The post-war modation achievements will be assessed in
a different way if the reference point is the pdrad the Second Republic of Poland, and
differently when comparing the standard of livimgpost-war Poland with Western coun-
tries.

This situation can be illustrated by the situai®housing, which was usually underin-
vested and did not meet the growing needs of sociéie society with its expectations was
not satisfied with insufficient number of flats atietir standard. At the same time, unifica-
tion of standards influenced tlevelopment of housing culturehich in turn resulted in
an increase in expectations and a growing leveisaippointment with the housing situation
in post-war Poland.

In 1988, there were 283 flats per 1000 inhabitéintthe 1930s, there were 200 flats per
1000 inhabitants, in 1946 — 211), but in Westernogaan countries — 400-480. Statisti-
cally, the country was lacking 1.3 million flats1888, and about 24% of households were
shared households. In Western Europe, howevenuhwer of flats exceeded the number
of farms. Flats in Western countries at the enthef80s in 96-100% were equipped with
bath and toilet facilities, while in Poland —9%80Water supply wasiore common, around
85% in Poland and 95-100% in Western Europe (Clasar%16).

The authorities of People's Poland implementedstréalization, which resulted in ur-
banization and migration from the countryside te tfties,proletarianization, concentra-
tion of the workforce, improvement of its qualificatiotizat is, they implemented the goals
of notonly peripheral modernization (Majmurek, 2010).
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The achievements of the authorities and societthé period 1945-1989 were the
foundation of economic, systemic, political andiabtransformations. The process of im-
plementing Soviet models was interrupted in 195targes that took place in the area of
ownership and in the system of regulation of ecana@ompounded the ongoing transfor-
mations. As a result, when the government of Tarl#ezowiecki took over, the economy
was a hybrid version of socialism “combining thetistical advantage of the so-called so-
cialized property (around 70-80%) with the fact tiwe state was the owning less and less
and the private sector was, growing as well as witecreasing central regulation with
elements of market allocation and the beginningasiftutional regulation” (Luszniewicz,
2017).

It should be emphasized that the modernizatioogs®es in the period of People's Po-
land took place in a completely new system contéety were included in further plans, in
a central planning scheme, which over time becaume and more fictitiouslowever, the
whole country and its economy were industrializztljcation was popularized, health care
was socialized, and the country was rebuilt from damage.
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