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ANALYSIS OF CAMPING RESORTS IN EUROPE: 
A LAYOUT AND INFRASTRUCTURE STUDY 

Camping has become a popular leisure activity since the dawn of the modern 
motor vehicle. It is associated with an increasing interest in contact with nature and 
a commitment to discovering cultural diversity. This article presents an analysis 
of the urban form of camping centres in Europe. The principles of their planning, 
composition, layout and character will be discussed. The article analyses three 
different centres within Europe: Ca'Savio in Italy, Cikat in Croatia and Arena 
in Hungary. The selected examples illustrate the variety of urban forms of camping 
centres. The article presents and compares their common features, which were 
formulated on the basis of in situ observations. 
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1. Introduction 

Given the increasing interest in tourism and the greater popularity of camping 
in Europe [1] and its various attractions, it is worthwhile to delve deeper into the 
topic of camping layout in terms of urban planning [2]. The aim of this study is 
to analyse camping sites in Europe, focusing in particular on their structure, 
location, and infrastructure (Fig. 1). By understanding the dynamics of camping 
facilities and the factors influencing their attractiveness, it is possible to 
contribute to the sustainable growth of this travel trend [3]. The following 
chapters describe three camping facilities, in three different European countries. 
The analysis considers the importance of respecting urban planning principles in 
the design and operation of camping centres. The aim of this article is to show 
urban trends in the design of camping resorts and their future prospects. 
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Fig. 1. Important elements for the analysis of camping centres (own elaboration) 

2. Method 

The aim of this article is to analyse the urban form of space, which is 
extremely important in the context of the human life cycle and the natural need 
for leisure [4]. The implementation objective is to identify the most important 
compositional and infrastructural elements of camping sites. The classification 
and typology of urban layouts can be helpful in design practice. The identification 
of common features of the composition systems of camping sites can be the basis 
for further research. The analyses of the centres were carried out on the basis of 
our own in situ observations. The overall design, the layout of the camping 
facility and its infrastructure were assessed, taking into account factors such as 
the layout of the camping pitches, in terms of urban composition, the organisation 
of common spaces and the integration of green areas and recreational facilities. 
It was examined in which locations new camping centres are most likely to be 
built, what is a common feature in the choice of location and how they fit into 
the existing landscape [5]. An analysis of the surfaces used, such as gravel, 
asphalt or grass, was conducted as well, given the implications of their use for 
safety, comfort and environmental considerations. 

3. History of camping 

Thomas Holding (1844-1930) is credited as the inventor of camping. 
In 1853, as a 9-year-old boy, he accompanied a group of 300 settlers who 
traveled across the prairies of North America on hayracks and with tents. 
In those days it was a dangerous journey through warring Indian tribes and wildlife. 
These experiences made deep impressions on the boy that after returning to 
England in the late 1970s he continued to camping, using equipment he designed 
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and made himself [6]. It was Holding invented the hiking tent and tracker, he 
also personally sewed them, as he was a master of master of sewing. He 
described and published his adventures, spreading the idea of camping, 
encouraging more and more people to spend their days off in such an unusual 
way [7]. 

The first camping travelers used everyday equipment, which were very 
heavy. Many tents were homemade and had wooden floors, making it necessary 
to borrow carriages to transport equipment [7].  

England is considered the home of camping; it was there that the first 
clubs were founded and camping associations. In 1901, Thomas Holding and 
18 enthusiasts founded the Association of Cycle Campers. In August of the same 
year the first official rally was held, attended by 6 people. Since then, the club 
began to grow more and more rapidly, and by 1976 it already had 160,000 
members [7]. 

Today, camping tourism is the most massive form of tourism individual 
on a global scale [8]. In 2017, 28 400 camping sites were registered [9], which 
shows how much choice of accommodation is available to tourists these days 
[10]. 

4. Camping Ca’Savio 

Camping Ca'Savio [11] is a holiday resort located in north-eastern Italy 
by the Adriatic Sea. Its coastal location and close neighbourhood to Venice 
attract many tourists each year, who, having spent their holidays here, feel 
incentivized to return in the following years [12]. 

Some of the site's greatest advantages are its urban planning and aesthetic 
qualities. Camping Ca'Savio is situated in a picturesque setting of coastal 
beaches. Its designers have preserved the natural elements of the landscape, such 
as the dunes and coastal vegetation. The entire complex has been laid out in such 
a way that there is no need to cut down trees, minimising the resort's negative 
impact on the ecosystem. 

The composition of the centre is organised around the main avenue (marked 
in green on the plan in Fig. 2), which runs the entire length of the complex. It 
constitutes the most important spatial axis, from which smaller alleys and paths 
diverge in a comb-like way (marked in red on the map in Fig. 2). The area to the 
south is used for parking spaces for caravans, campers and tents. The plots have 
been laid out on an even grid in a chequered pattern, which gives a feeling of 
harmony of space and creates a clear and easy-to-read plan, enabling visitors to 
orient themselves efficiently. Their added advantage is that they are completely 
natural and do not use concrete or other artificial materials to harden the surface. 
Instead, they have a sand and grass substrate, and their aforementioned 
chequered layout, is defined by densely spaced trees (Fig. 3). The combination 
 



22 A. Jóźwiakowska 

 

Fig. 2. Ca'Savio Camping plan, signs: green - the main avenue, red - the minor avenues diverging 
in a comb-like way (Author’s elaboration based on the a map from casavio.com) 

 
a) b) 

 
c) d) 

Fig. 3. View of the Ca'Savio campsite (photo: A. Jóźwiakowska): a) Campground entrance, b) 
Service building, c) Main avenue, d) Parcels 

of these treatments means that the sites are well shaded, their ground does not 
heat up when exposed to the Mediterranean sun, and guests enjoy the comfort of 
being in a natural environment.  

Communal spaces such as restaurants, bars, recreational and cultural areas 
have been created within the campground. These are strategically placed along 
the main avenue to encourage meetings and interactions between guests. 
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5. Camping Čikat 

Camping Čikat [13] is a picturesque camping resort located in Croatia, on 
the charming island of Lošnij [14], right off the Adriatic [15] coast. It offers a 
unique holiday experience surrounded by nature, with stunning views [16]. 

Despite the vastness of the campsite, most of the plots offer a sea view, 
thanks to their cascading position along the coast. The layout of the pitches is 
based on parallel compositional axes (marked in green on the map in Fig. 4) 
which emerge from the central point of the campsite - the aquapark. From the 
main axes, smaller alleys diverge in a comb-like way (marked in red on the map 
in Fig. 5), leading to the parking areas for the camping vehicles. The plots are 
laid out in a regular, but slightly undulating, chequered grid. Its irregularity is 
due to the varying elevation of the terrain. The paths are either concreted or 
paved. The plots, however, are on natural ground, partly paved with white 
aggregate. The whole camping area is covered with a lot of greenery, mostly 
conifers. 

 

Fig. 4. Čikat Camping Plan, signs: green - the main avenues, red - the minor avenues diverging 
in a comb-like way (Author's elaboration based on a map from camp-cikat.com) 
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Fig. 5. Plan of the Čikat camping pitches, signs: green - the main avenue, red - the minor avenues 
diverging in a comb-like way (own elaboration, based on map from camp-cikat.com) 

On the campsite there is a differentiation of zones, into residential, recreational, 
sports, entertainment and catering areas. These are positioned along the main 
compositional axes to make it easy for visitors to locate them. One of the most 
important points on the camping map is the modern aquapark, which forms the 
centre of the resort and is an important planar/concrete dominant feature (Fig. 6). 
It is the most characteristic place and functions as a reference point when trying 
to locate other facilities and sites. 

  
a) b) 

  
c) d) 

Fig. 6. Camping Cikat (Photo: A. Jóźwiakowska): a) Aquapark, b) One of the alleys to the 
campsite, c) A view of the beach, d) The parcels 
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6. Camping Arena 

Camping Arena [17] is located in the city centre of Budapest, Hungary. It is 
an ideal accommodation when visiting the city. It is located in a quiet 
neighbourhood, promising comfort and relaxation, but also well connected to the 
rest of the city [18]. 

The whole complex is covered with a considerable amount of greenery, 
despite its location in the centre of the capital. The compositional arrangement 
is very simple. From the main axis (marked in green on the map (Fig. 7)), 
smaller access alleys (marked in red on the map in Fig. 7) diverge in a case-like 
way. In between there are parking areas for caravans, campers and tents. Most of 
these are overgrown with grass, but there are also areas paved with gravel 
(Fig. 8). This is an advantage for the site, as depending on the weather guests 
can choose what suits them better. On hot days, a grassy area would be a better 
choice, while on cooler and rainy days, the areas paved with gravel would be 
 

 

Fig. 7. Arena Camping Plan, signs: green - the main avenue, red - the minor avenues diverging 
in a comb-like way (Author’s elaboration) 
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a) b) 

Fig. 8. Camping Arena (photo: A. Jóźwiakowska): a) View of the plots, b) Sanitary building 

better. It is also up to the guests to choose more or less shady pitches. The 
Camping Arena does not impose specific boundaries for the pitches or the 
direction in which the vehicles are to be positioned, but, as can be seen in the 
photo below, the chequered layout forms itself naturally. Those who choose this 
way of resting and travelling are already taught to keep to certain patterns in the 
positioning of their equipment. This is related, on the one hand, to the desire to 
maintain a minimum of privacy, to leave space for other travellers and to keep 
the space tidy. 

Very often campsites are located by a body of water [19]. If we are talking 
about seaside campsites it is obvious that they will be adjacent to the sea. 
However, here too there is an element of water, such as a small stream running 
along the complex. Sites with water elements have always attracted more 
interest from people. The water adds to the picturesqueness in the landscape and 
its sound creates a relaxing and atmospheric atmosphere [20]. 

7. Summary 

When examining urban form, attention should be paid to a number of 
elements. The compositional elements are particularly important [21]. For the 
purpose of analysis, the most important ones have been identified as follows: the 
main layout (meta), the main axis, the layout of the plots, the rhythms, the edges, 
the characteristic points and the secondary axes (Tabel 1). This paper focuses on 
the analysis of the compositional layout of the campsites. Based on the cases 
discussed, it can be concluded that campgrounds have a similar compositional 
layout. Regardless of their size, it is possible to distinguish the main axes, which 
usually run in the central part of the campsite, forming a kind of an edge. 
Smaller alleys diverge from them in case-like way, creating a rhythmic 
arrangement by maintaining similar spacing. In turn, parking spaces are arranged 
between them to form chequered arrangements. The conclusions drawn from the 
cases discussed suggest that this type of compositional layout is commonly used 
on campsites. This fixed spatial structure can influence both the functionality 
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Tabel 1. Juxtaposition and comparison of compositional elements at the campsites analysed 

 Camping Ca’Savio Camping Čikat Camping Arena 

Parcel layout checkerboard checkerboard checkerboard 
Main layout case-like case-like case-like 
Main axis central viewing central 
Secondary axes alley alley alley 
Rhythms even even even 
Edges  main axis main axis main axis 
Characteristic points reception building aquapark bridge 

and aesthetics of these sites, which is important information for designers of this 
type of space. 
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